OSBORN AWARDS FOR THE BEST RECORDINGS OF AFRICAN MUSIC FOR THE YEAR 1953
The Mrican Music Society has pleasure in announcing the Osborn Awards for 1953. 275 entries were received from all over Mrica for the consideration of the Judges, and eleven Awards of Seven Guineas each were recommended and nine Highly Commended of Two Guineas each.
It had originally been intended to present a First, a Second and a Third Award with five Highly Commended only. The large number of entries and the standard of performance, however, warranted a large increase in the value of the Awards. The Tom Osborn Memorial, through whose generosity the Osborn Awards have been made possible, agreed to double the funds originally contemplated and the new Awards will be distributed accordingly.
It was clear to the Judges that the great diversity of musical styles to be found in Mrica south of the Sahara made it somewhat invidious to place in order of merit so many musical items. The Committee of the Mrican Music Society therefore unanimously decided ' upon the present arrangement.
The winners of an Award will also receive a Certificate in addition to the monetary Award, and it is hoped that in future years this arrangement will be continued.
The sincere congratulations of the Society and of the Tom Osborn Memorial are sent to all successful competitors, and their thanks to all other competitors who sent in entries with the hope that they will be successful next year. The Society looks forward with keen anticipation to further entries from all over Africa south of the Sahara for the 1954 Awards. Any recordings made before 31st December, 1954, will be eligible for the new year's competition.
Competitors should note that original Mrican compositions and the highest quality of performance are the best recommendations for a successful entry.
The senders of contributions, broadcast stations, publishers and others will shortly receive their cheques on behalf of their artists and a further communication concerning the proposed publication of all the 1953 Award items. Will all other senders of items which have not yet been successful in the Osborn Award competition kindly accept this intimation of sincere thanks on behalf of the Society and the Tom Osborn Award Memorial for their participation.
We look forward to your entries for next year. 
